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questions are raised if the war of the un- standardized charge for postal matter. yet Hobsbawm stamped is
located in a transatlantic context. The cam-attributed no particular consequences to Hills innovation, paign for
cheap postage is typically understood as having an omission that, in more recent years, has become the
originated in Great Britain and only later spread to the norm. Monographs on specialized topics in British
postal 9 united States. In the war of the unstamped, however, history abound. Even so, the campaign for cheap
postage British reformers looked to the united States, and with has failed to take its place alongside free trade
and Catho-good reason. The u. S. Post oIice Department admitted lic emancipation in the annals of Victorian
reform. More newspapers into the mail on a non-preferential basis be-broadly, the postal system itself no
longer commends itself ginning in 1792. Henceforth, postal administrators were to historians as an agent of
change. The institution, for ex-proscribed from discriminating between one newspaper ample, goes
unmentioned in several well-regarded recent and another. The British post oIice, in contrast, would overviews
of nineteenth-c entury British history. From the not begin to put its newspaper press on an analogous foot-
standpoint of the generalist, the British post oIice is, at 3 10 ing until 1836. best, a bit player on the historical
stage. Hills priorities shaped the ways in which the cam-Postal reformers in the united States shared Hills paign
for cheap postage would come to be remembered. conviction that cheap postage...
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