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William E. Chilton, of West Virginia, in the Senate of the United States, Wednesday, April 10, 1912, On the bill (S.
6247) to provide for the bringing of suits against the United States by Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky,
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, New
Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island. Mr. Chilton said: Mr. President, | introduced, a few
moments ago, a bill giving jurisdiction to the Court of Claims in certain matters affecting the thirteen original
States as to claims which the people of Virginia and West Virginia believe they have against the Federal
Government. | do not desire to take much of the time of the Senate for two reasons, first, because this is not the
time to discuss fully the provisions of the bill and to state the reasons why the Senate should pass it; and | have
the additional reason that the very attractive subject of the Senator from Washington [Mr. Jones] and his well-
known ability to handle that or any other subject so as to both entertain and enlighten the Senate constrain me
to wish that he should have as much time as possible during the day. The bill which | have introduced has in
mind a condition in this country more than a hundred years ago, and it is what might be termed a smasher of
idols. Confessedly, the bill and what it purports to do will change what is the common understanding of history.
It has always been supposed that the State of Virginia in 1784 conveyed to the Federal Government what is
known...
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